THE  NAME  AND  FAMILY  OF  RUSSEL(L) 


The  name  of  RUSSELL  is  said  to  mean  "red  haired"  or 
"red-complexioned"  and  was  probably  given  to  its  original 
bearer  because  of  his  appearance.  The  name  is  sometimes 
found  in  the  additional  forms  of  Russel  and  Ross ell . 

According  to  family  historians  the  name  was  originally 
French  and  went  into  England  in  1065  in  the  person  of  Hugh 
de  Russell  or  Resell,  one  of  the  barons  who  followed  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  on  his  expedition.  For  his  services 
at  this  tine  Hugh  de  Russell  was  granted  lands  in  Dorset¬ 
shire  and  was  also  given  several  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  He  was  the  father  of  a  Hugh  Russell  and  the  grand¬ 
father  of  another  of  the  same  name. 

The  third  Hugh  Russell  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  assume  the  title  of  Lord  of  Berwick.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  con  Gdo,  who  had  a  son  called  Sir  John  Russell, 
who  married  the  sister  of  Lord  Baraoffe  and  had  James, 
who  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Tilley,  and  was 
appointed  Governor  of  Corfee  Castle  in  Dorset  in  1221. 


